TH" IMPTRIAL FOUS™ LAY 
Chepter I 
Succession to the Immerifel Threne 


Article I. -— The Immeriel Threne of Janen shell be succeeded to 


~* 


by male descendants in the mle line of Imerial Ancestors. 


Article II. - The Imerisl Throne shall he succeeded to by the 
Imerinl eldest son. 

Article III. -— “hen there is no Immerial eldest son, the Inmmerial 
Throne shell be succeeded to hy the Imrerial eldest erendeon, “hen 
there is neither Imneri2l eldest son nor any mele descendant of his, 
it shall he succeeded to by the Inmmerinl son next in age, and so on in 
every successive case. 


Article IY. = Tor succession to the Imeriel Throne hy en Imperial 
descendent, the one of full blccd shall heve vrecodence ever deecendants 
of half blood. The succession to the Imperial Throne by the latter shall 
be limited to those cases only in which there is no Imperial descendant 
of full blood. 


Article V. — When there is no Impnriel descendant, the Imperial 
Throne shall be sucereded to by an Imeriel brother end by his descendants. 


Article VI. - When there is no such Imocriel brother or descendant 
of his, the Imperial Throne shall he succneded to by #n Imperial uncle 
and his descendants. 


Article VII. -— Yhen there is neither such Imerial uncle nor descend- 
ant of his, the Imperial Throne shall be succeeded to by the next nearest 
member among the rest of the Imocrial Family. 


Articie VIII. -- Among the luperiel brotners and the remoter Imoerial 
relations, vrece’ence shall he given, in the same degree, to the descend- 
ente of full blood, and to the older over the younger. 


Article IX. -— When the Imperial heir is sufferine from an incurable 
disease of mind or body, or when any othor weiehty cause exists, the order 
of succession may be chanved in accordance with the foregoing provisions, 
ba the advice of the Imperial Femily Council and with that of the Privy 

ouncil. 


Chapter II 
Asceaston and Ccronation 
Article X. - Upon the demise of the Zuvevor, the Imperial heir 


shell ascend the Throre end shail acu: the Divine Veeasures of the 
Imperial Ancestors. 


Article XI. -» Tha ceremonies of Coronation shall be performed and 
2 Grand Coronation Bangue! (Deijusel) snli be head at Kyoto. 


my 


Article XII. ~ Uoon an estueaulon to the Throne, a new era shrll be 
inaueurated, and the aeme of iv ehas. venain unchanged during the whole 
reign in agreement witn the esiaviished rule of the lst year of Meiji. 

Chapter III. 


Majority, Irstitution of Empress and of Heir-apparent 


Article XIII. — The Emperor, the Motaisni, and the Kotaison shall 
attain their majority at eighteen full years of ago. 


Article XIV. -— Members of the Imperial Famiiy, other than those 
mentioned ih the preceding article, shell attain their majority at twenty 
full years of ege. 

Article XV. - The son of the Emperor who is Feir-apparent, shell be 
cpllod "Kotaishi." In case there is no kotaishi, the Imperial erendson 
who is Heir-apparent shell be called "Yoteison," 


Article XVI. —- The Institution of "mpress and thet of Kotaishi or 
of Kotaison shall be proclaimed by en Immcrial Reseript. 


Casi ter I Vv 
Styles of Addross 
Article XVII. - The style of addross for the "mperor, the Grand 
Empress Dowager, the Expriss Dowager, and of the Empress shell be "His," 
or "Her," or "Your Majesiv." 
Article XVIII. -— The Xotaishi and his consort, tho Kotaison and his 
consort, the Imperial Princes and their consorts, and the princesses 
shell be styled "His," "Her," "Their," or "Your Highness" or "Highnessesi" 
Chapter V 


Regency 


Article XIX. — When the Emperor is a minor a Regency shall de insti- 
tuted. When he is prevented by some vermanont cause from personally Zov- 
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erning, @ Regency shell be inetituted, with the advice of the Imperial 
Family Council and with: thet of the Privy Council. 


Article XX. - “ric Revency ahall be assumed by the Yoteishi or the 
Kotaison, veine of fu. age ot majowity 


Article “XI. -» Yhen there i# 1 stnor Kotaishi nor Yotaison, of when 
the Kotaieni ox Kesaisen bea nov pec areived es nia myority, the Reg ney 
shell be assumed ia 


*n or e@ Prince. 


~.ager 
~ 
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Princess OL A Princess. 
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Article ‘XII. In Cf Hhe Pogoncy shall de assumed from amoné the 
male members of tho “mper.aL Fen.y, +° stp il be Gone in percemont with 
the order o succest yin. be im efial Carene. "he seme shell eoply 

to the casi: of femai.e members of ‘he imperial Fe jily. 


Article XXIII. - A fera-e mer tar ofthe Imperial Family chosen to 
assume the Regency shall be ex ine ively one who has no consort. 


Article XXiV. - When, 2” ascecant of the minority of the nearest re- 
lated member of thes Lmperial Tenicy, oF for some other cause, another 
member has to essuine the Rezencsy, the iatver snill not, uoon the arrivel 
at majority of the above meitionet noarest reiaived memoer, or unon the 
disepperrance of the azores:44 caise, res-En nis or her post in favour 
of any person other thin of the Yotrishi or of she Yotaison. 


Article “XV. - When a Rezen? o: one who sheule hecome such, is suf- 
fering from 2a incurceb.c Qiarese oF mind oF body, or when any other 
weighty cause axi.s sn theretor, tle vider of the Regency mY ve changed, 
with the advice @f the Imo erifel Jemily Gouncil and with that of the 
Privy Council. 


Chepter VI 
TM,» Impe cial Governor 


Article XX/I. - When the Smoeror is a minor, &n Inmmerial Governor 
shall be appointed to take chaige of his bringing up and of his educetion. 


Article XXVII. -— In wrse no Imperial Governor hes been nominated in 
the will of the preceding Mmperor, tne Reg nb she. appoint one, with 
the pdvice of the Imperiel *amily Gouncil end with that of the Privy 
Council. 
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Article XXVIII. - Neither the Regent nor eny of his descendants 
can be anpointed Imosricl Governor 


Article XXIX. -~ Tke Immerisl Governor cennot he removed from his 
nost by the Regent, vniess wnon the edvice of the Imperiel Family Coun- 
cil snd upon thet of the Privy Ceuncil. 


Chanter VIT 
The Inperiel Family 


Article XXX. - The te:m "Tmperini Femily" shell include the Grand 
Emoress Doweger, the Imorecs Dowsger, tne Smmress, the Yoteishi ond his 
consort, the Kotaison snd hia convert, the Immeriel Princes end their 
consorts, the Imoeri2l Princesses, the Princesses and their consorte. 
and the Princesses. 


Article XXXI. - "rom Imperi*®l sona to Imprriel grest-ereat-grend- 
sons, Imperial mele descendents shell be erlled Imperiel Princes; end from 
Immeriel daughters to Imerinl grert-greet-ereand-devghters Imperial female 
descendents shell be ceiled Immerinl Princesses. From the fifth eenerstion 
downwerds, mole descerdants shell be called Princes and femeles Princesses. 


Article XXXII. - When the Immerinl Throne is succeeded to by a member 
of a branch line, the title of Imperiel Prince or Imperirel Princes shell 
be specially granted to the Imperial brothers nd sisters, being elresdy 
Princes or Princesses. 


Article XXXIII. - The births, nemings, merriages, and deaths in the 
Imperial Femily shall be snnounced by the Minister of the Imperial House- 
hold. 


Article XXXIV. - Generlogicel end other records releting to the 
metters mentioned in the precedine Article shell be kent in the Imeriel 
archives, 


Article XXXV. -— The members of the Imperiol Femily shell be under the 
control of the Emperor. 


Article XXXVI. - “hen » Regency ia instituted, the Regent shell exer- 
cise the nower of control referred to in the nrecedine Article. 


Article XXXVII. - Yhen ep member, male or female, of the Imperial 
Femily ia 2 minor end hes been bereft of his or her frther, the officials 
of the Inmpericl Court shell be ordered to teke cherge of his or her bring- 
inv up end education. In certein circumstances, the Emperor mey either 
epprove the euardirn chosen by his or her prrent, or my nominste one. 
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Article XXXVIII. -- The cuardten of « member of the Imperial Family 
must be himself * member thereof and of Ago. 


Article XXKIX. « Marri<e of members of the Impariet Vamily shell 
be restricted to the circle oe tu Ky ane r ty certein noble families 
especially ppproved. by impersed 


Article XL. -— Mer e 59° the merners of the Imperial Family shell 
be sudject to the sancvlon ie Emporeor 


Article XLI. - The Imperie} wre tia aanctioning the marriages of the 
members of the Lmertal ainiiy onoll bees the countersigazture of the 
Minister of the Immerisl He seh: as 


Article XLII. -— Neo meaber ot the Imerial Family can adopt any one 
es his son. 


Article XLIII. - When ® member of tho Inperial Family wishes tc travel 
bevond the bounderioes of the Linpice, he ehnls first obtain the sanction 
of the Emperor. 


Article XLIV. - A female member of the Imertal Family, who hes married 
Pp subject, shell be exeleded from aombrrahyp cf the Iimevtel Family. Howe 
ever, she may be allowed, v¥ tne spuciesr gsece of the daveror, to retain 
her title of Imperiel Princess Oo! Princess, as the case my be. 


Chopter VIIL 
Imperial Hereditery Estates 


Article XLV. ~ No lended or otrer property, that has been fixed *8 
the Immerinl Hereditary Eacetes, ahall be divided up and alienated. 


Article XLVI. -— The lended or other nropertiv to be included in the 
Imperial Hereditary Tetates shati de savtloa by Imparics writ with the 
advice of the Priry Council, and snr ill ve announced by the Minister of 
the Imperial Household. 


Chapter 1X 
Exnontiitures of the Immeriel House 
Article XLVII. - The expenditures of the Imnerinl House of all 
kinds shell be defreyed out of the National Treesury at 4 certain fixed 
amount. 
Article XLVIII. - The estimetes and audit of accounts of the expend- 


{turen cf the Imerial House ané all other rules of the kind, shall be 
regulnted by the Finance Regulations or tne ianeries House 


Chapter X 


Litigations, Discivlinory Rules for the Members of the 
Imperial Family 


Article XLIX. -— Litigation between merbers of the Imperial Femily 
shell be decided by judicial functionaries snecially designated by the 
Emperor to the Department of the Imperi:1 Housensid, and execution issued 
efter Imperial sanction thereto has been obtainod. 


Article L. -— Civil ections brought by nrivate individusis against 
mombers of the Inmmeriel Femily sholl te decided in the Court of Appeal 
in Tokyo. Memubere of the imvorial *emily sheil, however, be represented 
by attorneys, end no personel atiendance in the Court shell be required 
of then. 


Article LI. - No members of the Immeriel Family cen be arrested, 
or summoned before a Court of Law, unless the sanction of the Emperor 
has been first obtained thereto. 


Article LII. - When 2 mem the Immerinal Family has committed 
an act derogetory to his (or her llertty men Ke as exbkibited 
disloyalty to the Imperial House, he Sheil, oy wey of Siscvipitnery pun- 
ishmont and bd: order of the Emper: be deprtved of the wosle or a pert 
of the privileges belonring to him es e momber of the Imoerial Family, 
or shell he suspended therefrom, 


Article LIITI. -— When a membor 


of the Imeriel Family ects in a way 
tending to the squencesine ci nis (or nev) nreperty, he ehall be pro- 
nounced incepeule vy the Bnocror. prohniv«icod riou odminiatering his 


+ 


property, end *& manerer sheli be epreiniea therefor, 


article LIV. — The two forezoing Articles shall be enforced upon the 
advice of the Imeriai Familiy C nucil. 


Family Council 


Article LV. - The Immerial Family Council shall be comoosed of 


> r 1 


the mele members of tha fomerial Femily who heve rceeched the age of 


5 x ° . : i . ~ DF meq f ef & 
wre Keop: rae ivy Cee, vazideant of the 


me jority. The 


Privy Council ie Minastee oJ ve hovwsehol the Minister of 
State for Justice, s.r! the President Sve Sonrt ef Cexsecion shell de 
ordered to trke pert in tn elev wake he Gounetl. 


Article LVI. -— The Emoeroye persoucliy oresices over the meetings 


of the Immerial Family Zo j x directs © of the members of the 


Imperial "emily to do so. 
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nensary Rules 


Article LVII. - Those of the present memvera of the Imperial Family 


of the fitth ceneretion ond doerwevun, whe wv uliasdyr vee tuvested 
with the title of imperial Priuce, sa2l1 resain the aame as heretofore. 


Article LVITII Whe 22 PF succession to + Inperiel Throne 
shall in every case relete tr tne 2 eotancn of Airact isneege. There 
shell be no admiss:tn to ti.2 1" 2 su test ion ly oie, Aa A conse- 
quence of his now beiag a1 atcpled Immerial oon, Ke or heir to A 


princely houxze. 


Article LIX. - The graiesa of renk among the Irverial Princes and 
Princesses shell be foolishoad. 


Article LX, -— The femily renk of Imperial Princes and 211 ussges 
conflicting with the present ie shall be abolisned- 


Article LXI. -- The proveriy, arn muenees, and all other rules 
concerning the memoers of tne ) Popiay ALD be apecially deter- 
mined. 


Article LXTI. — Wher. in the fav it smelt vecon tesaary either 
to amoud or meke additsoa 46 the present Ja» he me-tlar suail be decided 
by the Ermeror, with the adcvice e impest2L. Family Council and with 


that of the Privy Cewicil, 


(Promaii2: 


Article I, The Princer m; paved peers, either by order of 
the Emporoy or Pt the wt ishe: sith family names to be granted by 
the Emeror. 


Article II. -— Th rinces miv. with the senction of the Emperor, 
a view to becoming 


become hetrs of neonrs or dopted as taeir scons witn 
the Pimmeroar, 


Articie TIT. the < 89246, i2neaAl dee wanes Aud their wives. of 
the Princes wae have vsen excluded from usmver ssp of the Imperivi Family 
for van seAadon sieted gn th fs Vet iat a8 2 flsc eaciuded 
from memtrsahip in the fi: rial Paniay 6s memtes € ohe families of the 
Frinces whe lizve become bcd) . tho tule ates nov, however, epply to 
those fomace nerbers = mpi > FamuJy who heve mercied otner mem 
bers of the 
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Article IV. - 4 member of the Imperial Tamily who has been deprived 
of tho privileges belonging to him es © member of the Imvericl Family 
mey be excluded from membership of the Imnecrial Family ond vleced in the 
renk of subjects by order of the Experor. The consort ot a member of 
the Imperifl Femily who hes been excluded fram membershin of the Imerial 
Family end nleced in the renk of subjects in accordence with the fore— 
foine Article is also excluded from membership of the Imperial Femily 
and nlreced in the renk of subjecta,. 


Article V. = In the cases mentioned in Arts. I, II, and IV (of the 
vresent additionel rules), the metier shell be decided with the advice 
of the Imorrial Family Council end thet of the Privy Council. 


Article VI, - Those members of the Imnerial Family who heve been 
excluded from membership of the Imperial Femily cennot be reinstated as 
members of the Imperial Family. 


Article VII. - Rersulations pertaining to the legal status of the 
members of the Imperial Family and the limits of their competence, other 
than those provided for elsewhere in the present law, shell be defined 
separctely. Regarding the affairs in which sre involved the interests 
of a member of the Imeriel Family and a subject or subjects and in 
which different reeulations apply to the respective nerties, such regu- 
lations shell apply. 


Article VIII. ~ Those vrovisions of laws snd ordinances desiensted 
©8 applicable to the members of the Immerial Femily shell apply to them 
only in cases where no perticulsr reguletions sre snecificelly provided 
for in the present lew or such reguletions as are issued in accordance 
with the present law. 


Additionel Rule 


(Promulgsted November 28, 1908) 


A female member of the Imerial Family can marry a male member 
of Ozoku or Kozoku (former Royal "amtly of Korea). 
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